OF 


THE 


Spaniſh Ambaſſadoz, 


Faithfully Tranſlated into Engliſh. 


SIR, 


+ 
4 


jeſty the (23) of December , he 
did ſet forth the Infrattions which the 


Numegucn from the month of Seprember, after 


the difference was agreed about the Title Ot | prog, 


> On Pedro Ronquillo, Ambaſſhdor of : 
FA Spain, faith, That by a Memorial : 
& which he Preſented to Your Ma-! 


which Reply it was anſwered, That he would 
conſider it. And at the ſame time his moſt 
Chriſtian ZAzjeſty hath ordered his Forces to 
enter in the Spaziſh Low Countries, to hinder 


Ry the Foriifying of Bov:gntes. 
noſe |: 


Chriſtian King hath made fince the Peace of : 


This Procceding doth exceed all Limits,and 
cannot be reaſonably endured ; For the oft 
Chriſtian EG will;by Force of Arms,be Ar- 

and command in the Dominions of 


the Duke of Burgundy,which was alledget for | th Carbolick King, thereby hindering him 


a Pretence to ſuſpend the Contereace At; g-gn fortifying a place which is his own ; 


Courtray, according to the 15th Article of that j yon hy the Article of Nimeguen it is allow- 


Treaty) in order to the Adjuſting in an ami- 


| ed to be done by both Parties. And when the 


cable way all the Limits , Prerenfions and | xc, King himſelf hath made uſe of the 


Differences of the two Crowns, which ſhould 
reſult from that Treaty ; And Your Majelty 
was pleaſed by Your Royal Order of the 
(5 Ja) to order Your Envoye Extraordi- 
nary at Pars, to put in Execution what was 
contained in the {aid Memorial. By the laſt 
Poſt; the ſaid Ambaſſador received Letters of 


the (, y inſtant , from the Marquis de 1a 
Fuente, who is Ambaſſador at Pars, in which 
he gives him an Account of the Complaints 
he had made to the Chriſtian Kin7, about the 
Exceſſes and Infractions which are committed 
againſt the Inhabitants of F714 Ravia,and in 
the Low Countries, and particularly about a 
Meſſage which the Governor of 1 cxraay ſent 
to the Prince of Parma, pretending that not 
one Palliſado ſhould be laid at Fovignees, 
(which inconteſtably hath been a ſeparated 
State, and comprehended in the Countrey of 
Namur. )After many violent conteſtations,the 
Anſwer of the moſt Chriſtian King was, That he 
did' not 'doubt but that the Catholich_King would 
give Order to his Commiſſioner at Fuente Rabia 
ro proceed in the Treaty, leaving each Party in 
the poſſeſſion which at preſent they bold,(as if a vi- 
olent Uſurpation, under the ſuretyof the good 
faith of theCoxference,could'tn one day be con- 
cluded to be an actual poſſeMon ) hat for what 
relates ro the Low Countries, he cannot abſtain 
from, taking poſſeſſion of that which he ſuppoſes 
doth appertain to him, according to what he 
ſpall declare at the Conference of Courtray. 
-To-this violent, as well as undecent An- 
ſwer, the. Marquis de la Fuente with the 
- ſtrength of the undoubtful Juſtice and Reaſon 


ſame Article 1n order to have the courſe of the 
waters ſtopped, that they may not hinder the 
tortitying his Towns, as it was more particu- 
larly done at Acanm,cauſing the River Lifſe to 
be lowerd, that they might with more facility 
fortifie that Town , a place which was whol- 
ly open, and which the French King is fortify- 
iogand inlarging in Extent much more than 
it was before : So that zow, Sr. theſe are not 
Infractions, but a declared War ; the Deſigns 
of the French being publick, that they intend 
to beſiege Luxenb!rs, and that from thence 
they will go to Namur, when the Fact of hin- 
derirg the Fortification of Bovignics ( which 
is upon the Moſe almoſt over againſt Dinant ) 
makes it clear and paſt doubt, eſpecially the 
moſt Chriſtian King having poſſeſſed himſelf 
of all the Towns that are upon the River 
Moſe from Charlemont, and of the moſt par 

of the Territory between that River and the 
Sambre,in ſuch a manner that they have gotten 
almoſt all the County of \Vamnr, as well as 
that of Luxemburg, and thereby thoſe two . 
Provinces are left without Communication. 


By theſe InfraCtions and clear Beginnings* - 
of Wer, the Underwritten Ambaſſador doth 
apply himſelf to Your Majeſty as a Mediator, 
that you would cauſe what .wis agreed by the 
Peace'of Nimegucn to be obferved; and as an 
Ally, that you would defend it, and reſiſt the 
Violence of France, Your Majeſty being obli- 
ged to the ore and tothe other by the Trea- 
ties ; in which conſideration he cannot omit 
ſaying, That although the Frontiers of Spain 


by Cantabria and Cztalogna are Infeſted;and by 
the Treaty of Caſ/al between the French King 


which the King my Maſter hath; concluding | and the Duke of Aantua,the Dominions of = 
he did not receive the ſame,not knowing how | /caly are in apparent danger, and no leſs the 
to impart it to his Catholick, Majeſty, and that | [ndres, where Count dEſtre is with a Squa- 
he beſceched him to reſolve what was Juſt 3 to | dron of Ships, all which are the Countries 


$59 


t do compoſe the greateſt power of the; 
tha FL: Nx ' he'tbafl find molt for his advantages will be 


Spaniſh Monarchy 3 (hopriehſtaggling this, 1.is 
C:rhalick, Adajeſty bes peſtpoged theſe bis 
rcafelF*Concernsy to ths defexce of- that 
Little which remains to him in the Low C:un- 
rries, although it be leſſened of a great part of 
Territory, (which the Frency have violently 
poſſeſſed themſelves: of » ſince the Peace of 
Nimecuen) which hath been the onely cauſe 
that we have not been able to keep that Coun- 
trey in better poſture ; for each unjuſt Utur- 
pation of the #rench, hath broken the mea- 
{ures which were taken:and reduced us to {eek 
others; and therefore his Majeſty hath already 
ſent conſiderable Supplies to Flazders,and ap- 
pointed the Prince of Parma Governor there- 
of, as an experienced Soldier, and one who 
hath been Viceroy of ſever] Kingdoms, 
thereby to encourage thoſeSubjects with thele 
Endeavors, and that they may be Governed 
by a Grandfon , and of the fame name of 
Alexander Farneſe, whom with ſo much love 
they revercnce. 

All this,S:r;hath been dene,in hopes that the 
Union and Intereſt of En;/and with Spain, will 
produce mutual Effects of Conventences to 
both Crowns; for no good Engliſhman can 
doubt, that if there be no oppoſition made to 
the preſent great power of Fraxce, *tis impol- 
{ible bnt that in few days they ſhoald pollels 
themſelves of the Low Conntr:es, and that the 
States General ſhould ſubjet themſelves , by 
reaſon of the impoſſibility of refilting the 
powerful. And afterwards Your Majeſty and 


England ſhall be the firſt in perceiving this | 


- 9p oe 8 
miſchief, to remedy which, 1t will 


be then 1m- 
poſſible ; 2nd at preſent nothing 1s capable to 
{uppreſs theſe Evils,but thePower of Erglana, 
at this time the onely in Earope that can re- 
ſtrain the Torrent of France. The differences 
which are at preſent in England, doth occaſion 
theſe bold Attemprs of the French King, and 
encourages him in the conrinuation of his vaſt 
Deſigns ; upon the whole ſo apparent already, 
that there 1s no clear-ſighted underſtanding, 
but will apprehend them. All the Princes and 
Powers of Europe;as alſo his moſt Chriſtian a- 
jeſty, are in expeCation of the ſucceſs of this 
Parlizment;and of the Agreement ofEngland ; 
the firſt to take meaſures in oxder to ſhake off 
the Toke which they are like to be made ſubject 
to :'And the moſt Chriſtian King hath alſo for | 
atime reſtrained his Ambition;and at preſent 
nothing doth encourage him to deliver him- 
ſelf- up to it, but the differences which he ſees 
breaking out here,giving it out as well within 
as without this Kingdom, That he 1s affured 
they will not be reconciled ; and thav. in the 


mean while he may make up the Conqueſt of | 


the Low Countries, Which is the Maſtet-Key of 
the Univerſal Monarchy, and the firſt door 
which he will open with it, ſhall be that of 


Sas =_ 


| C 
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_ fes, and witha ſmell charge ; and whaticeves 
firſt invaded by him. 


F 


That tis Difenion is the-ctricf- Enconrazement of the 


 Deizzn and Enterpriſes of the myt Chriſtian King ta 


i 
| 


- the Lerw Corntiics, is apparent ; and there arc {o great 
proofs cf this Truth, that it is Blindne$ uot to feethem : 
And the Ambaſſador will onely acquaint Your Majeſty 
| wita one late Inftance which oth manitclt the ſame, 
which is, That his myft Chriſtian Majeſty ſeeing the 
Emperor is making confderalle Levics , as alto the 
Elector of Sax97r, and other Princes cf the Empire ; 
that the Electors of Bavaria, and Brantcnbu re, have 
de-!ared, That they will not fufier his Proceedings 
againlt the Empire, and the Princes of the fame,and that 
they will. oppoſe it with all their Power. 

His mt Chriſii:n Majeſty , after fo many violent 
Anſwers which he himfeif had made, and alfo his Mini- 
ſters, to all the Princes of Germany, he hath now an- 
fwered the Emperor's Envoy Extraordmary, That he doth 
agree in appointinz a Corference in one of the Imperial 
1es, to decide and explain the Ambiguous Points cf 
the Articles of the Peace of N:m2guen, concerning the 
Pofleilions taken in Alfatia ; and that as ſoon as the 
Commitiioners are met, the Caamber of Merz ſhall 
ceaſe its Proceedings, and all manner of Novelty, ard 
that they will hear ſuch a Perſon as ſhall Treat for the 
Duke of Lorra:n. And although it is evident that this 
is intended to lay aſleep the minds, as we!l of the Empe- 
ror, 2s of the other Princes concerned,and that they may 
cool the vigor of their Preparations which they are ma- 
king for their Detencc,'tis alſo known that this is in or- 
der to work with more fatety agamit the Lows Conn- 
{ries; for at the ſaine time that he offers to ſuſpend the 
Attempts in the Empirc,he continues in poſſefing him- 
ſelf of all the Span;ſh open Countrey, executing Acts 
; of open V Var, by hindering the Fortification of Bovig- 
, 117es, Which s the ſame thing as blockmg up of Lnxem- 
| b:rgh and Nam:r ; fo that it's made evident, that if he 
ſaw the differences of Eng/and appeaſed, and united to 
its own Defence, for ſuch ought to be reputed that of 


the Span Monarchy, and in particular that of the 
Lomw Countries, 'tis infallible and certain, that he would 
moderate his Pc{izns, and limit bis Reſolutions,. as it 
appears he doth in Germany, feeing that the Emperor, 
and all the Body of the Empire,vo. unite for its-defence:. 
The Ambatlador doth very, well know,that the Agi- 
tation of this Kin:dom is great,and that the Pretenſious 
ſeem to be diſtant ; but he is ſorry, and it makes his 
heart bleed to ſee, that there is no way - opened to an 
Union; and as there is nothing. impoſſible m humane 
things, his pain doth increaſe, ſecing there is no ſteps 
made to quench thefe Heats : If Emgland were not: fa; 
much threatned with Ruine by the Exaltatiog' of "the 
Frenc/,as the Low Countries arc, the Pretenſfions and 
Rights might be tollowed to the uttermoſt Point; but 
running the fame Fortune with the Monarchy of Spain, 
becauſe Flanders is a Battery to-England and' Spain,and 
the Þ:d:es the Treaſure. of its Riches, and the chief 
{trength of its Commerce, beyond all places. where this. 
Nation doth Trade,and therefore it doth not: allow that 
their Intereſt ſhould be confidered as a Foreigner. , nor 
that the Diſtractions in which all are now involved, 
ſhould be calmed by the ſame methods which could: be- 
done in a ſecured Tranquility; that the Ambaſſador 
doth promife himſelf, that conſidering theſe Reaſons;and- 
that France being at this time aGangrene which doth pe 
trate tothe very heart of Exg/and, all grounds of differen= 
ces ſhall ceaſe, and that it will not with its own Ruine 
involve the re{t of Chriſtendom.in the ſame Fate : 
Therefore the Ambaſſador doth pray Your Majeſty, 
that as Mediator, or as Ally, You would Effectually ap- 
ply Your Self to prevent the Loſs of the Law Coun- 
trees, and conſequently of all the reſt, hoping from, 
| Your Majefties great Prudence, that You will. make 


England, without further trouble than that of 
maintaining the differences,with great promi- 


choice of the moſt Efficacious\Means to that Hnd; and 
to the Eſtabliſhing the quiet of Emrope. 
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